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THE 


NATURE and DESIGN - 


OF 


CHRISTIANITY. 


„ an wa» | es” 1g 
92 HE Wiſdom of Mankind has for ſeveral Ae 

the Nan of the World in which he is placed. W 
The Wants and Miſeries of human Nature, and the 
Vanity of Worldly Enjoyments, -havg made it difficult | 
For the wiſeſt Men to tell, what human Happineſs WAS, 
Or wherein it confifted _ 

It has pleaſed the infinite Goodneſs of -Gopo ſatisfy 
our Enquiries, by a Revelation. made to the World e's | 
Bis Son Jesus Eunisr. f 

This Revelation has laid open the great Secrets, 
eee from the Creation of the World. It has ex- 
plain d the preſent State of Things, and given Man all 
= the Information that is neceſſary, both to give him Reſt | 

here, and to lead him ſafely to everlaſting Happineſs. | 

It is now only neceſſary that the poor Wiſdom of Man W 
do not exalt itſelf againſt Gov, that we ſuffer our Eyes 
to be open'd by him that made them, and our Lives to Þ 


been enquiring into the Nature of Man, and di 


be conducted by him, in Whom coe live, move, and have i 


eur Being. rt 

II. As Happineſs is the ſole End of all our Labours, 
Jo this Revelation aims at nothing elſe. 
It gives us right Notions of Ourſelves, of our true 


Good and real Evil; it ſhews us our true Condition, both t 


our Greatneſs and Meanneſs, our Happineſs and Miſery. 
Before this, Man was a meer Riddle to himſelf, and 


his Condition full of Darkneſs and Perplexity; a reſtleſs It pro 


Inhabitant of a miſerable diſorder d World, walling in | 
. vain Shadow, and diſguieting bimſelf in'vain. _ | 
But this Light has diſperced the Anxiety of his vain | 
Conzectures. It has brought us acquainted with Go; 
IP ke by * Heaven to Earth, and Eternity to Time, 


8 | bas ; 


1 AT 


3 nf fach 2 . OH View of Things, 23 lends. 
-» Wen, even in this World, to a Peace of: Gop which. 
e at Underſtanding. | 
III. This Revelation Wait us, that we have 2. 
irit within us, which was created after the Divine 
age; that this Spirit is now in a fallen Condition; 
Wat the Body in Which it is placed is its Sepulchre, 
ere it is enſlaved to fleſhly Thoughrs,” blinded with 
Wſc Notions of Good and Evil, and dead to all Taſte 
its true Happineſs, . 


Al tteaches us, that the World i in which we live, is alſo 
and . diforder'd, irregular State, and curſed for the Sake 
1 Man; that. it is no longer the Paradiſe that God made 
4 the but the Remains of a drowned World; full of Matks 


Soo's Diſpleaſure, and the Sin of its Inhabitants. 
Was, That it is a meer Wilderneſs, a State of Darkneſs, a 

Nile of Miſery; where Vice and Madneſs, Dreams 445 
atisſy adows, variouſly pleaſe and torment the ſhort, miſe 
1d by le Lives of Men. 

PPDevils alſo, and evil Spirits lob here their Reſi- 
ets of Wce, promoting the Works of Darkneſs, and w 
as ex- up and down ſeeking whom they may devour. 
an all 80 that Man, in his natural State, is like a Wag 
n Reſt & of Variety of Diſeaſes, knowing neither his Di- 


bog 


neſs, inpers nor his Cure, and incloſed in a Place where he 

f Man @ hear or ſee, or feel, or taſte of nothing but what 

7 Eyes ds to enflame his Diſorders, 3 1 2 

ves to IV. But Chriſtianity puts an End to this State f 
ings, blots out all the Ideas of worldly Wifdom, 


d hade 

3 | gs the World itſelf to Aſhes, and creates all anew: 

balls Man from an animal Life, and earthly Socie- 

to be born again of the Holy Ghoſt, and be made 
Nember of the Kingdom of Goo. 

It Cruſhes into Nothin ng the Concerns of this Life, 4 

Wdemns it as a State of Vanity and Darkneſs, and leads 


if, 44} to Ha pack with Gop 4 the Realms of Light. 
reſtleſs | At Pooh es the purifying of our Souls, enliven'd with 
Ving in ivine Spirit: It ſets before us new Goods an 


ls, and forms us to a glorious Participation of the 
ine Nature. 

his is the one End of Chriſtianity. It does not leave 
0 ELD on.in the Deſires of. the Fleſh, to caſt about 


11s vain | 
\ God ; | 
Time, 

has 
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for worldly- Ss ala wander in Darkneſs: and 


-B equally great and wonderful. 


- of Peace and. Favour with God. 


redeem' d to a Condition of everlaſting Happineſs. 


; Which lead us into the Liberty of the Sons of Goo. 
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Exile from Gop : But the ſole Deſign of it is, to leaf 
us from all Thoughts of Reſt here, to ſeparate us from 
worldly Tempers, to deliver us from the Folly of ou h : F 
Paſſions, the Slavery of our own Natures, the Power ql ** 
evil. Spirits, and unite us to God, the true Fountain fs 
real Good. This is the mighty Change which Chriſti 
anity aims at; to reform our whole Natures, renew ou 
Souls in the Image of Gop, and make them the Inh! 
bitants of heayenly: and immortal Bodies. ” 
V, The Manner of which it changes our whole Sta 


by: an the Way, ibe Truth, and the Li. faith our ble 0 
d Lokp, 1s Man cometb unto the Father but by me. - i 
As all Things were created by the Son of Gon, ar 
without bim-was not any thing mage that was made, fo a 
all Things redeemed and reſtored by the ſame divin 
Perſon. | 
As. nothing couid come into being without him, 
nothing can enter into a State of Happineſs but by hin. 
The Dignity. of this Redemption at once confoun en 
the Pride, and relieves the Miſery of Man. How fa 
len mult he be from Gor, that ſhould need fo great 
Mediator ! And, on the other hand, how full of Cont” 
Fort is the Thought: that ſo high a Method, ſo ſtupen e 
ous a Means, ſhould be taken to reſtore hind to a Sta 


VI. This: is the true Point of View, in which eve 1 
Chriſtian is to behold himſelf. He is to overlook til VI 
Poor. Projects of this Life, and conſider. himſelf as 1 
Creature, thro' his ratural Corruption, fallen into 2. £2 
State of endleſs Miſery; but by t e Mercy of G of ly 


All the Precepts and DoRrines. of the Goel 4 


Founded on theſe two great Truths, the de po, 
Dorruption of human Nature, and its new, irth - by 


CHzlsT Jasus. - 
The one includes all the | Miſery, che other all Th 
Happineſs of Man. 
le Leibe eg aan tack. Things a 17 
r ch. as faſten us to 
Diſorders of an 1 only thoſe Düif 


1. 


= So Sab if we think and act as Chriſtians, we act fuit-- 
an bly to theſe Terms of our Condition, fearing and avoid- 
all the Motions of our corrupted Nature, cheriſhing 
he {ecret Inſpirations of the Holy Spirit, opening 

inds for the Reception of the Divine Light, and. — 4 5 


th | after all the Perfections of our New Birth. 4 
ry | AJ Chriſtians are continually to behave themſelves 
Wnformably to this double Capacity. We are to fear, - | 


md watch, and pray, like Men that are always on the 
Wink of eternal Death; and to believe, and hope, _ 


bur, and aſpire, like Chriſtians that are called to hight 

SE ood Fight of Faith, and lay hold on eternal Life, - 
viel VII. This „ e. Liſe 
N tate of infinite Importance, placed * ſo dreadful 


Point betwixt two ſuch Eternities. 
Well might our Saviour ſay to one that begg'd firſt 
go and bury his Father, Follow me, and let the Dead 

ry their Daad. 

For what is all the Buſtle and Hurry of. the Woila 
t a dead Shew, and its greateſt Actors but dead N 

ben compared with that real Life to which theiFol- 


wers of Car1sT are redeem'd. 


Had we been made only for this World, worldly Wiſ- 


F Corn had been our higheſt Wiſdom ; but ſeeing we are 
ture dem d to an entirely contrary. State, worldly. Wiſdom 
a Sta now our greateſt Feoliſhneſs. 


It is now our only Wiſdom, to underſtand our, new 
bigs and conduct ourſelves by the Principles of our 


tion. 1 


. 1 9 wa The Nature 45 our Chriſtian Calling is of that 


h vel 


1 as to deſerve all our Thoughts; pa, is indeed 
f Gol 24 bo ebe perceived by great \ Seriouſneſs and Attention 
eſs. 


ſhe 14 F The Sante State is an inviſible Life in the Spirit of 
ape! bd, ſupported not by ſenſible Goods, but the ſ piritual 
ith | Faces HP Faith and Hope: S0 chat Man, bulied in 
hh Cares and Enzoyments, perceives. nothing of this 
eat and heavenly Ca 


r all 9 The Changes which Chriſtianity maketh i in che preſent 


dianity te of Things, are all inviſible: Its Goods and Evils, 
7 ich are the only true Standards of our Rong, are not 
2g pul * to the „ of our Senſes. e 0p. 1 


* 
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| beautiful ſonuments conftitute the State of the Dead. 


RVR 


[6] 

In God we live, and move . an bave eur Big, ; 
how unſeen, how unfelt is all this! 

CHri5T 4s the Lamb flain from tht Furtatiin FI 
World, the true Light that lighteth every Man that com, . 
into che World. He is the Alpha and Omega, the Bur 
EA and the End of all Things. The whole Creati| Þ 
ubſiſts in him and by him, No Perſon is in any F ave Evi 


"þ 8 


with Gop, but by this great Mediator. But how inf \ 
Able, how unknown to all” our, Senſes is this State | Sr] 
.T hings! | Sr t 

Chriſtians are Temples of Un Hoy Gate! conYWon 


Hons to Gop, Members of Cir 1sT's MyRical Bod 4 
of his Fleſh and his Bones, receiving Life, Spirit, 
Motion from him their Head 

But our Senſes ſee no farther than our Parents al 
- Kindred according to the Fleſh, and fix our Hearts 
. earthly Friendfhips and Relations. Well then may tl 
Life be deem'd a State of Darkneſs, fince it thus clo 
and covers all the true Appearances of bars, 1 t 
keeps our Minds inſenſible and unaffected with Matti 
* uch infinite Moment. 5 

IX. Wou'd we therefore know our true Condit 
we muſt ſearch after 4 Life that is hid with CuAIsH 
*Gop. We muſt conſider ourſelves as Parts of Cur15% 
- Myftical Body, and as Members of the Kingdom t 


e 
Heaven. In vain do we conſider the Beauty and Strenghe 
of our Bodies, our Alliances with Men, and the || tic 


*ftinftions of this World; for theſe Things no more c. 
ſtitute the State of han Life, than rich Coffin: * 


We juſtly pity the laſt poor Efforts of human Greiß q 
*neſs, when we ſee a breathleſs Carcaſe lying in Sa 
It appears ſo far from any real Honour, that it —y 
looks like ridiculing the Miſery of our Nature, i 
where Religion 8 en our Judgments, the Life of 
1 , voluptuous, ſenſual Man, tho' ſhining in t 1 

plendor of the World, would give us no higher an Iq; 
.Q human Dignity, than a poor Corpſe laid in State. 

For a Sinner, when glorying in the Luft of the F 1 1. 
. Luſt of the Eye, and the Pride of Life, is a man 8 
mocking Sight of Miſery Rs than any Taten pſe 
Dat can ne D. . 3 oi 


* o 34 = 
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2 ; T7} - 

os; by X. We have an Apoſtle's Authority to fay, tnat be 
obs liveth in Pleaſure is dead whilft be liveth. © | 
' of ' This ſhews us that when we enquire what our Life is, 
vom ve muſt think of ſomething higher than the Vigour of 
the N pur Blood, the Gaiety of our Spirits or the Enjoyment of 
-reat\Wenſual Pleaſures : Since theſe, tho! the allow'd Signs of 


Favqſiving Men are often undeniable Proofs of dead Cnriftians. 
ini When therefore we wonld truly know what our Life 


State @r Happineſs is, we muſt look at nothing that is ſenſible 


br temporal. We may as well dig in the Earth for Wif- 


2 
SY 


rit, aloral Evils, to ſee what we have to fer. 

Pur bleſſed Saviour put an abſolute End to all Enqui- 
nts ies of this kind when he ſaid, Be not afraid of them that 
earts % the Body, and after that have no more that they can do. 
may ti Here our Bodies, and all bodily Enjoyments, are at 
s clone Daſh ſtruck out of the Account of Happineſs, and 


, conflom, as look at Fleſh and Blood to ſee what we are, or 
al Boot worldly Enjoyments to find what we want, or at tem- 


25> Mhe preſent State of Things made ſo very low and inſig- 
M attWificant, that he who can only deprive us of them, has 


got Power enough to deferve our Fear. 46 
nditiq We muſt therefore, if we would conceive: our true 
R15T tate, our real Good and Evil, look farther than theſe 


ARIS im Eyes of Fleſh can carry our Views. We muſt, with 


dom he Eyes of Faith, penetrate into thie inviſible World, 


Stren e World of Spirits, and conſider our Order and Con- 
the 0 1 tion among them; a World which, as St. John ſpeaks, | 
ore CY gel no need of the Sun, nither of the Moon, to ſhine in it; 
n, r the Glory of Gop doth lighten it, and the Lamb is the. 
Dead. gbr thereof. For it is there, among eternal Beings, . 
n Gretlhat we muſt take eternal Fellowſhip, or fall into a King- 
in Stam of Darkneſs and everlaſting Miſery. „ 
It rat XI. Chriſtianity is ſo noble in its Ends, ſo extenſive 
re, its Views, that it has no leſs Subjects than theſe to en- 
fife ol Artain our Thoughts. 3 
in all lt buries our Bodies, burns the preſent World, tri- 
ran I9nphs over Death by a general Reſurrection, and opens 
State. I into an eternal State, 1 
he Fle It never conſiders us in any other reſpect than as fal- 
s a mei Spirits; it diſregards worldly Diſtinctions, and pre- 
ageanpſes nothing to our Fears but eternal Miſery, nothing 
our Hopes but endleſs Enjoyment with G. 


, 

'V 
1 
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all Things, to a Earth in Flames, and the Hea- 
vens wrapt up like a Scroll, to ſtand at the general Re- 
ſurrection, to appear at the univerſal Judgment, and te 
live for ever, when all that our Eyes have ! is paſſed] 1 
away and gone. | 


| this Greatneſs of thy Condition. Remember that thou x 


every Family, every Perſon mom ſome fancied Hap4 
. particular Kind of Happineſs for all its Inhabitants. 

World aſleep ; the Prince no longer a Prince; the Beg 
all changing their Condition, as faſt as one fooliſh Drean ® 
Could ſucceed another. © . 


; £9 to ſleep too, thon mayſt ye down and dream. A 4 


"Death, Reſurrection, and Judgment, as the Forerunner 
of an eternal State; what are the little Flaſhes of Plea 


* Dream? 


18] 


: This 3s the great, the important Condition, in which! f : 
 Elritianity has placed us, above our Bodies, above the 
World, above Death, to be preſent at the Diſſolution off 


XII. Take therefore upon then a enen ſaitable- to 9 | 


art an eternal Spirit, that thou art but for a few Montlul 
or Vears in a State of Fleſn and Blood, only to try, whe 
ther thou ſhalt be for ever happy with Goo, or foil 
ever Miſerable with the Devil. 4 

Thou wilt hear of other Concerns and other Greatl 3 
neſs in this World. Thou wilt ſee every Order of Men 


Pineſs, as if the World had not only Happineſs, : hat 4 


But when thou ſeeſt this, fancy thou ſaweſt all th | th 
gar no longer begging, but every Man ſleeping ok o% 
His proper State; ſome happy, others tormented; and 

When thou haſt ſeen this, if on wilt, thou may 1 
this is all; for be as happy as the World can make thee, j ne 


| all i 1+ but fleeging and dreaming: And what is ſtill Worſe . 
it is like ſleeping in a Ship, when chou ſhouldſt be pump 
ing for Life; or dreaming thou art a Prince, when 20 # 
| Ibouldfſt be redeeming thyſelf from Slavery. E 


XIII. This is no imaginary Flight of a melancho! 3 
Fancy, but the real Nature of e an | 
For, if thou art that immortal Nature, that alle th: 
Spirit, which Religion teaches us; if thou art to me 
{ 
IT 


ſure, the changing «+ EY of n Happinefſf 
but ſo many Sorts of Dreams? 

How canſt thou talk of the Adventeges of Fortune 
the Pleaſures of Food or Apparel, without * in Tn 


r 5 


; ' r a 
f 
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which Is the Beggar 1 aha he fancies he is building 
ve thefhimſelf fine Houſes ? Is the Priſoner in a Dream, when 
tion ofthe imagines himſelf in open Fields and fine Groves? And 
> Hea-Wanſt thou think thy immortal Spirit is awake, while it 
al Re- þ delighting itſelf in the Moy and Bubbles of wa. 
and ta Happineſs? | 
N For, if it be true that Man is upon his Trial; if the 

Trial i is for Eternity; if Life is but a Vapour; j bat! is 


able to here that deſerves a ſerious: Thought, but how to get 
it thouf vell.out of the World, and make it a right Paſſage to 
Jontlu dur eternal State? 

„Whe. XIV. It is the Manner of ſome Countries, in the 


or fork Burial of their Dead, to put a Staff, and Shoes, and Mo- 
Fey in the Sepulchre along with the Corps. 

Great We ſee the Folly and Ignorance of ſuch a poor Con- 
f Men] &ri vance to aſſiſt the Dead; but if we did but unde 

| Hap What is Life, we ſhould ee as much Folly in the poor 


thor Nontrivances to aſſiſt the Living. 
its. For how many Things do People labour after, break 
all th Their Reſt and Peace to get, which yet when gotten are 
e Beg of juſt as much real Uſe to them, as a Staff and Shoes to 
out ol A Corpſe under Ground? They are always adding ſome- 
d, and chi g to their Life, which is only like adding another 


Dread Pair of Shoes to a Body in the Grave. 
Thou mayeſt hire more Servants, new paint 
mayf Rooms, and put on richer Apparel; and theſe will help 
AndMhee to be happy, as golden Staffs, or painted Shoes, will 
> theelf help a dead Man to walk. 
worſe XV. If thou remembreſt that the whole Race of Man- | 
pumps Wind are a Race of fallen Spirits, that paſs thro” this 
n thous World as an Arrow paſſeth thro the Air; thou wilt 
oon perceive, that there is no Wiſdom or Happineſs 
cho 1 i at in getting away to the beſt Advantage. | 
If thou remembreſt, that this Life is but a Vapour ; 3 
falle that thou art in the Body, only to be holy, humble and 
| mee heavenly minded ; that thou ſtandeſt upon the Brink of 
unner Death, Reſurrection and Judgment ; and that theſe. great 
Plea Things will ſuddenly come upon thee like a Thief in the 
elf Night, thou wilt ſee a Vanity in the Things of this 
World, greater than any Words can expreſs. 4 
Do but thereſore — thyſelf as Religion hath made 
des known; do but ſee Wannen 
H RI T 


rtunch 
in 


Jjoying it, take our Portion among damned Spirits. 


ſuch as relate to onother Life. 


61701 8 858 


nx isr hes brought into the World, and then thou wil *} 
ſee that nothing concerns thee, but what concerns al | li 


everlaſting Spirit that is going to Gop; and tnat ther to 1 
are no Enjoyments heie that are worth a Thought bu $ 
ſuch as may - adorn thee with that Holineſs withou the 


Which no Man ſhall ſee the Lord, Inev 


XVI. This is the End of Chriſtianity. It is not 1 
School ſor the teaching of moral Virtue. It is deepe 4 
and more divine in its Deſigns : It implies an entire 
Change of Heart, a full Dedication of ourſelves, our} 
Souls and Bodies unto Gop. = 

Our bleſſed Saviour came into the World, not to Sk ; 
any Compoſition with it, but to put an End to the De. So! 
ſigns of Fleſh and Blood; and to ſhew us, we muſt either Pre 
renounce this World to become Sons of God, or by en. = 


. Chriſtianity 3 is a State of 'Things that wholly regard 
Eternity: It knows of no other Goods and Evils but 
40, es 

It is a Kingdom of Heaven that has no other Intereſts} Si 
in this World, than as it takes its Members out of it? G 
And when the Number of the Elect is compleat, thi ag 


World will be conſumed with Fire, as having no other | 6n 


Reaſon for its Exiſtence, than the furniſhing Members 801 


for that bleſſed Society, which is to laſt for ever. 


I cannot here omit obſerving the Folly of human Wif. 
dom, which, full of .imaginary Projects, pleaſes itſelf. 1 
with its laſting Eſtabliſhments in a World doomed to De- 7 
ſtruction, — which is to laſt no longer than all. a .. 
cient Number is redeemed out of it. $ 
Did we ſee a Number of Animals en 4 to cake D 


up their Apartments, and contending for the beſt Places 


in a Building that was to be beat down as ſoon as its a 


Inhabitants had got ſafe out, we ſhould {ge a Contention 
full as wiſe as the Wiſdom of worldly Ambition. Z te 


XVII. That Chriſtianity requires a Change of Nature, 4 
is plain from the whole Tenor of the Goſpel. + Y F 

The Saviour of the World faith, that except a Man 4% 
15 again of Water and of the Spirit, be cannat enter into | 
the Kingdom of Gov. We are told, that to as many as | 
received bim, to them be gave Power to become the Sons m F 
Gov; eobich were born not of Biood, nor of th: Will 7 2 
che an, nor of the Will of Man, but of God. 


53 
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Du wil, Theſe Words plainly teach us, that Chriſtianity im- 
rns au plies an entire Change of Nature; that as our Birth was 
there to us the Beginning of a new Life, and brought us into 


at bu a Society of earthly Enjoyments, ſo Chriſtianity is ano- 


ithou 4 ther Birth, that brings us into a Condition altogether as 3 | 
new as when we firſt ſaw the Light. 1 1 


not :# We begin again to be, we enter upon freſh Terms of 
deepe Life, have new Tempers, new Hopes, and Fears, and 
entire an entire Change of every Thing that can be called Good 
„ Our or Evil. 5 n 15 
This new Birth is the very Eſſence and Soul of Chri- 
make ſtianity; it is the Seal of the Promiſes, the Mark of our 
e De. Sonſhip, the Earneſt of our Inheritance, and the ſure 
either Proof of our Acceptance with God. „ 
by en. XVIII. If we would know, what a Change our New 
Life mCur1sT implies, let us conſider what it is to be 
born of Gd. 3 
I baßoeder is born of Gop, ſaith the Apoſtle, doth not 
commit Sin. For bis Seed remaineth in bim; and be cannot 
Sin, becauſe be is born of Gov. In this the Children 
it: Gov' are raniff, and the Children of the Devil. And 
t, this again, We know that whoſoever is born of Gov finneth not, 
other nt he that is begotten of Gor keepeth himſelf, and the 
mbers coteted one toucheth him not, 1 John iii. 10. v. 18. 
The ſame Apoſtle tells us, Whoſoever is born of Gov, 
\ Wiſ- Rovercometh the Wor/d, He overcemeth all worldly De- 
itſelf Fires and worldly Fears. He is crucified unto the World, 
o De- and the World cracified unto him. He is dead to tile 
Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luft of the Eye, and the Pride | 
of Life. And he feareth not them that can kill the 
Body, and after that have nothing more that they can do. 
= We muſt therefore examine into the State of our 
Minds, and ſee whether we are thus changed in our Na- 
tures, thus born again: Whether we are ſo ſpiritual as 
to have overcome the World; ſo holy, as that we can- 
not commit Sin; ſince it is the undeniable Doctrine of 
Scripture, that the New Birth is as neceſſary to Salvation, 
s the believing in IEsus CRI. 
Z XIX. We have ſeen two Marks of thoſe that are 
ny as born of Go. A Third is given us by Car15T himſelf, 
ons of Lope your Enemies, blefs them that curſe you, do goed to © 
tbem that hate you, and pray for them which defpitefully uſe -} 
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. We, born of -Gop. 


i" | : only Cauſes. of thoſe baſe Tempers. 
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un and perfecute you ; that ye may le tbe Children of your | 
Father eohich is in Heaven. . ; 
Well may a Chriſtian be ſaid to be 4 new grant * 
fince without ſuch a Diſpoſition as this, we cannot be 
Chriſtians, or Children of our Father, which is in Hea- 
ved. It is not enough therefore to love our Friends, Be- 
nefactors and Relations; but if we are born of Gov, 41 
we love like Gop : We have an univerſal Love, a Ten- 1 
derneſs for all Mankind, imitating that Love which 
would that al Men fhonld be ſaved. 
600 is Lobe; and as be who deelleth in Love gell, 
in 222 ſo he that dwelleth not in Love dwelleth not 
in Goo. 
It is impoſſible to be a true Chriſtian, and an Encmyſh 

at the ſame Time. 
Mankind hath no Enemy but the Devil, and woſe 0 
who are of the ſame Spirit. 
XX. There is perhaps no Duty more contrary to 
Fleſn and Blood than this; but it is eaſy to thoſe ON 


Vin 
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For, take but away earthly Goods: and. Evils, and} 3. 
| you take away all Hatred and Malice; for they are che if 


et us here a while contemplate the Heighth a d 
Depth of Chriſtian Holineſs, and that Godlike rie 
Which it implies! And this alone might couvince us, 
that to be Chriſtians, we muſt be born again: We must 
to change our very Natures, as to have no Deſire 1 in gur 4 


Fouls, nt that of being like Goo. 3 "a 
And till we rejoice. and delight only in 1 v, we en. af 
not have this Love to our Fellow- Creatures. "Hee 


We may-therefore-learn from this, as well as from 4 'F 
what was obſerv'd before, that Chriſtianity does not con- 
.6ſt in doing no Harm, nor in doing Good, (as it is cal- 
led) nor yet in any particular moralV irtnes, as ſome idly 8 

- ſuppoſe; but in an intire Change of our Hearts, of all i 
our natural Tempers, and a Life . devoted to Goo. 
XXI. The ſame Doctrine is farther taught by our 
bleſſed Saviour, When | peaking of little Children, he 
ſaith, Suffer ther to come undo mc 3 for of ſuch is the King- 
on of GOD. Luke xviu. 16. F 

I we are not reſolved to deceive ourſelves, if we bare 4 


24 [ 13 ] 
1 0 3t Eyes that ſee not; and Ears that hear not, we muſt 
Erceive that theſe Words imply ſome mighty Change 


N our Nature. 

No the peculiar Condition of Infants is ſuch, that 
Hea- | vey have every Thing to learn; they are to be taught 
2 Be- 5 others, what they are to hope and fear. and wherein 
50D, their proper Happineſs conſiſts. 

Ten- And in this Senſe firſt are we to become as little Chil- 


en, to be as tho' we had every thing to learn, and ſuf- 
Er ourſelves to be taught, what we are to chuſe, and what 
We are to avoid; to pretend to no Wiſdom of our own 

Nut be ready to be taught of Gov, the only Way of pur- 
ing that only Happineſs, which God in CarsT pro- 
"Hoſes to us; and to accept it with ſuch Simplicity of 
ind as little Children who have nothing of their own 


* ſe to it. 

1 £5 But now, Is this infant Temper thus eſſential 
Chriſtianity ? Does the Kingdom of Gop conſiſt only 

F choſe that have it? This then is another undeniable 

Proof that Chriſtianity implies a ver Creature; ſuch as 


Raving renounced rhe Prejudices of Life, the Maxim 
'e the F human Wiſdom, gives itſelf with a Child like Sub- 
1 | iſſion and Simplicity, to be entirely govern'd by the 
and Poctrines and Spirit of Cnaisr. Craft and Policy, 
Pirit lf Cunning, proud Abilities and vain Endowinents, 
e us, Rave no Admittance into this holy State of Society with 
muſt EHRIST in Gop. The Wiſdom of this World, the 


n our | Ptrigues of Life, the Deſigns of Greatneſs and Ambiti- 
| , lead to another Kingdom. He that follows CarisT 
cn. Putt be emptied of this vain Furniture, and put on the 
"eek Ornament of infant and undeſigning Simplicity. 


from nme is the Wiſe ? Where is the Scribe ? Where is the 


con · Mi puter of this World ? Hath not Gop made fooliſh 1he, 
s.cal- "7/1 of this World ? 

e ly If we will partake of the Wiſdom of Gop, we muſt 
of all 1 of this World, and its moſt boaſted Gifts, as the 
Gop. dom of Gop judgeth of them; we muſt deem them 


Fennel. and with undivided Hearts labour after one 
Wiſdom, one Happineſs, in being entirely devoted to 


op. ö 


; n. From all theſe Conſderation, it appears, ths 
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Chriſtianity implies a new Nature, anda Life entirely 
devoted to Gop. _ 

Now if this be Chuiſtianity, Og ſerve to inſtruct f 
two Sorts of. People 2 
Feirſt, Thoſe who are content with an Outward Wa 0 2 

on; thoſe whoſe Chriſtianity lies only in an Outward 
- Decency and Regularity of Life. > i 

I I dow't mean, thoſe that are inſincere or ieee: 
bot all thoſe who are content with Outward Religion; 
all who are content with any Thing ſhort of that Inward 
Holineſs, the Newneſs of Heart and Spirit which theli 
Golpel deſcribes. _ 

"They ſhould conſider, that Charity, Chaſtity, Sobrietyll 

and Juſtice, may be practiſed without Chriſtianity. . AW 7er 
Jew, a Heathen, may be (what you call) charitable and I. 

© femperate : But to make theſe Parts of Chriſtianity, 274 Fc 
| 8 proceed from a Heart truly turn'd to Go p, that is fes 
ull of an infant Simplicity, that is crucified with CHRIST, . u 
that is born again of the Spirit, that is overcome the Ks 
World. Temperance or Juſtice without this turn ofa 
Heart, may be the Temperance of a Jew or a Heathen:{ be: 
Baut it is not Chriſtian Temperance or Juſtice, till it pro- Jas 

i ceeds from a Chriſtian Spirit. Could we do and ſuffer 
all that Cu xls himſelf did or ſuffered, yet if it was not 
all done in the ſame Temper, in the Spirit of Ci 15T, it. 

Would profit us nothing. t e 
| XXIV. A Chhriſtian is ſober, charitable and juſt, upon par 
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che ſame Principles and with the ſame Spirit that he re Mol 
= ccives the Holy Communion, as Acts of Obedience to Goo t, 
aud as ſo many Inſtances of a Heart truly devoted to Gov. Ft 
4788 5 A Chriſtian is ſober, not only fo. far as ſuits. with aß V 
ular Life, but ſo as becomes one who is born of thell rf Fi 
Holy Spirit, that is one with CurzsT, who dwelleth i int ar 
| Gop and God in him. ext is 
He is charitable, not only ſo far as ſuits Bien his na- 8 
| tural Temper, and with good Eſteem among Men; buti 


_ ts 2 
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| in ſuch a Meaſure as is ſuitable to the Doctrines and N t 5 
nt of the Goſpel. att a 
i al For indeed, neither harley nor Temperance, nora 1 
WET Juſtice, nor any other Virtues (as they are called) are ire 


4 Parts of Chriſtian Holineſs, till they ſpring from Heines 


x b 
| of Heart, from ne Mind that was in Cur 1sT. Ra) 


(15) 


rely This is what cannot be too much conſidered by thoſe 
wc Religion has made no Change in their Hearts; 
fancy themſelves Chriſtians, only becauſe of the 
zularity of their Lives, altho' they have never expe- 
ligi- ed a Renewal in the Spirit of their Minds, after the 
ward 45 ge of Him that created them; who pray without 
12 8 ; fotion, give Alms without Charity, and are Chriſti. - 
ical; a7 ithout the Spirit'of Chriſtianity. 
ion; 3 V. Secondly, This Doctrine may ferve to inſtru 
ward t who are convinced, they have been hitherto Stran-, 
h the to Religion. 
me People, who are aſham'd of their paſt Ling, 1 


truQ's 


rietylf 
. -. AW 


Y and 


oh, when they have reform'd the outward Courſe of 
Lives, when they have left off their groſs Vices 


they Follies, or are grown careful of ſome particular 
hat 3 is Wes or Virtues. 
R15T, thus, a Man who has been a Drunk many Years, 
xe theWſs he has made a ſufficient Change by becoming 
rn offiſerate : Another imagines he is in a very good and 
then: ¶ tate, becauſe he does not negle& the publick Wor- 
t pro-if as he uſed to do: A Lady fancies ſhe lives enough 


ſuffer 
as not 
I $ 15 ts 


jon, - becauſe ſhe has left off Plays, and lives more 
me than formerly. | 
Bi t ſuch People ſhould conſider, that Chriſtianity does 
Jonſiſt in the fewneſs of our Vices; no, nor in any 


ref particular Virtue, nor yet in the Outward Amend- 
he re · of our Lives: But in ſuch a thorough Change of 
oGool it, as makes the Love of Goo the Spring, and Mea» 
Gov. and Rule of all our Tempers and Actions. ) 


with aK VI. It is a miſerable Error, to think we are 
of chef ih ians, becauſe we are leſs vain or covetous, more 
leth 1 ind mw decent in our Behaviour than we uſed to be. 
Wis is the Caſe with many, who think they are well, 
ſe they are not ſo bad as they were; becauſe they 
n; but formed from outward Wickedneſs; not conſidering 
hd 917 thorough a Change, how intire a Reformation of 
1 as well as Life Chriſtianity implies. | 
let ſuch People remember, that they who thus 
ure themſelves by themſelves are not wiſe, Let them 
Aber that they are not Diſciples of Carisr, till 
ave, like him, Fered tbeir whole Soul and Body as a 


"of Can 


his na- 


e, nor} 
d) are 
e 


9 his 2 
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to look toward Religion, think they have done 
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reaſenable; ling "Sacrifite to Gop; that they are ni 


Ag to have overcome the World, © 


member, that there is no Religion that will ſtand us 


and conſider what Manner of Spirit we are of; Lee 


-Or even caft out Devils, and work Miracles in his N 


1 Hearts, are only baptized in his Name: 1 8 


'of dur Hearts, alter'd the whole Turn of our Minds, 


Members of Cunisr's Myſtical Body, till they aff 
united untg im by a neev Spirit; that they have note 
tered into the Kingdom of Gos, till they have enter 
into an infant Simplicity of Heart, till they are ſo be 
of Gop as not to cummib Sin, fo full of an heavenly Spi 


Loet them remember, H# that is in Cuxisr 75 a if 
Creature, and that nothing ſhort of this will avail bef. 
Gov ; nothing leſs than the intire Renewal of the 80 
in Righteouſneſs, and all true Holineſs, -* Let them ol 


any Stead, but that which is the Converſion of the Ha 
to Gop.; when all our Tempers are holy, heavenly 
vine, ſpringing from a Soul that is born again of the 8 
rit, that is full of divine Love, and tends with one 
— to a Perfection and Happineſs in the Enjoymen 
1 | „ 
XXVII. Therefore let us look carefully to ourſel 


not think our Condition ſafe, becaufe we are of thi 
that Church or Perſuaſion, or becauſe we-are ſtrict WM 
fervers of the "outward Offices of Religion. For 
cannot but ſee, theſe are Marks that belong to m 
than belong to Cur1sT. All are not his, that-propl 


Much lefs thoſe who with corrupt Minds and wor 


4 


If Religion has raiſed us into 4 new World; if it 
Klled us with nem Enuf of Life; if it has taken Poſſe 
changed the whole Stream of our Affections; if it 
= us zzro Feys and Griefs, new Hopes and Fears; | 
Things in us are become new; if the'Love of GO 
Bed abroad in our Hearts, by the Holy Gbeſt given unt 
and this Spirit beareth witntſs with our Spirits that uu 
the Cbiluren r GOD : Then we are Chriſtians; ni 
his Name only, but in Truth; then we do believe it 
Holy Jesvs, and we ſhall rejoite in the Day FCH 
that we bave not run in vain, neither laboured'in vain 
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